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Among the qualities which give an epic poem permanent 
fame and enduring life, two are of the first importance: a 
great ideal which it embodies as an interpretation of history 
and of the world in which man finds himself; and a pervading 
human sympathy to which the human mind and heart, from 
one age to another, instinctively respond. In both these quali- 
ties the Aeneid is eminent. But it is probably through the 
latter that it has to most of its readers made its first and 
also its last appeal. Virgil is the representative poet of the 
Imperial idea and of the Latin civilization on which both the 
Middle Ages and the modern world are based and built. But 
he is no less, he is even more, the poet... “giving utter- 
ance,” in Newman’s beautiful words, “as the voice of Nature 
herself, to that pain and weariness yet hope of better things 
which is the experience of her children in every time.—J. W. 
Mackail, The Aeneid, Edited. 
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